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Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An apparatus comprising: 

(A) an ND filter which is made to be capable of being inserted into or detached 
from an optical path, and limits incident light in a case of existing on the optical path; 

(B) an iris which limits the incident light; and 

fCl a determining circuit which determines whether or not the ND filter exists 
on the optical path: and 

(G D) a changing device whic h, on the basis of an output si gnal corresponding 
^ tiift rifttcr minatioTi result of the dft teiTnininp ; circuit controls said iris at a first speed in a case 
that said ND filter is being inserted into the optical path or is being detached from the optical 
path, and controls said iris at a second speed slower than the first speed in a case that said ND 
filter is on the optical path or is out of the optical path. 
Claim 2 (Canceled). 

Claim 3 (Original): An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said apparatus 
includes an image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 4 (Original): An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said apparatus 
includes an optical apparatus. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A control method for a quantity-of-light adjusting 
apparatus having an iris and an ND filter which is made to be capable of being inserted into and 
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detached from an optical path, and limits incident light in a case of existing on the optical path, 

said control method comprising: 

determining whether or not the ND filter exists on the optical path; and 
rrmtml linp. nn the basis of said determining, said iris at a first Speed in a case 

that said ND filter is being inserted into the optical path or is being detached from the optical 

path, and controlling said iris at a second speed slower than the first speed in a case that said 

NP filter is on the optical path or is out of the optical path. 
Claims 6-11 (Cancelled). 

Claim 12 (Withdrawn): An apparatus comprising: 

(A) an ND filter which limits incident light; 

(B) a light receiving sensor which receives the incident light; and 

(C) a changing device which changes a gain of output of said light receiving 
sensor at a first changing speed, said changing device, when a state of limitation of the incident 
light by said ND filter is changed, changing the gain of Output of said light receiving sensor at a 
second changing speed different from the first changing speed. 

Claim 13 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
changing device, when the state of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter is changed, 
changes the gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a speed higher than the first 
changing speed. 

Claim 14 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein said 
apparatus includes an image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 1 5 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 1 2, wherein said 
apparatus includes an optical apparatus. 
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Claim 1 6 (Withdrawn): A control method for a quantity-of-light adjusting 
apparatus having an ND filter which limits incident light and a light receiving sensor which 
receives the incident light, said control method comprising: 

changing a gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a first changing speed, 
and, when a state of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter is changed, changing the 
gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a second changing speed different from the first 

changing speed- 
Claim 1 7 (Withdrawn): A computer program product providing a control program 
for a quantrty-of-Iight adjusting apparatus having an ND filter which limits incident light and a 
light receiving sensor which receives the incident light, said computer program product 
comprising a process of; 

changing a gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a first changing speed, 
and, when a state of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter is changed, changing the 
gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a second changing speed different from the first 
changing speed. 

Claim 1 8 (Withdrawn): A computer program product according to claim 17, 
wherein said computer program product includes a storage medium. 
Claim 1 9 (Withdrawn): An apparatus comprising: 

(A) a first changing device which changes a state of limitation of incident light 
by an ND filter which limits the incident light; and 

(B) a second changing device which changes, at a first changing speed, a gain of 
output of a light receiving sensor which receives the incident light, said second changing 
device, when the state of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter is changed by said 
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first changing device, changing the gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a second 
changing speed different from the first changing speed. 

Claim 20 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 1 9 S wherein said second 
changing device, when the state of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter is changed 
by said first changing device, changes the gain of output of said light receiving sensor at a 
speed higher than the first changing speed. 

Claim 21 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said 
apparatus includes an image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 22 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 1 9, wherein said 
apparatus includes an optical apparatus. 

Claim 23 (Withdrawn): An optical unit adapted to be mounted on an image 
pickup apparatus, comprising: 

(A) an ND filter which limits incident light; and 

(B) a transmission device which transmits color information of said ND filter to 
said image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 24 (Withdrawn): An optical unit according to claim 23, wherein said ND 
filter is capable of changing a state of limitation of the incident light, and said transmission 
device transmits, to said image pickup apparatus, information on the state of limitation of the 
incident light by said ND filter. 

Claim 25 (Withdrawn): An optical unit according to claim 24, wherein said ND 
filter is capable of being inserted into and detached from an optical path of said optical unit. 

Claim 26 (Withdrawn): An optical unit according to claim 24, wherein said ND 
filter has a variable density. 
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Claim 27 (Withdrawn): An optical unit according to claim 24, wherein said ND 
filter includes an electrochromic element 

Claim 28 (Withdrawn): An optical unit according to claim 23, wherein said 
optical unit is detachable mounted on said image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 29 (Withdrawn): A control method for an optical unit having an ND filter 
which limits incident light and adapted to be mounted on an image pickup apparatus, said 

control method comprising: 

Iransmrtting color information of said ND filter to said image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 30 (Withdrawn): A computer program product providing a control program 
for an optical unit having an ND filter which limits incident light and adapted to be mounted on 
an image pickup apparatus, said computer program product comprising a process of: 

transmitting color information of said ND filter to said image pickup apparatus . 

Claim 3 1 (Withdrawn): A computer program product according to claim 30, 
wherein said computer program product includes a storage medium. 

Claim 32 (Withdrawn): An image pickup apparatus on which an optical unit 
having an ND filter which limits incident light is mounted, said image pickup apparatus 
comprising: 

(A) a receiving device which receives color information of saidND filter from 
said optical unit; and 

(B) a correction device which corrects, on the basis of the color information of 
said ND filter received by said receiving device, white balance of an image taken in through 
said optical unit. 
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Claim 33 (Withdrawn): An image pickup apparatus according to claim 32, further 
comprising: 

an image pickup part which converts an optical image taken in through said 
optical unit into an image signal, said correction device correcting said image signal. 

Claim 34 (Withdrawn): A control method for an image pickup apparatus on which 
an optical unit having an ND filter which limits incident light is mounted, said control method 
comprising: 

receiving color information of said ND filter from said optical unit, and 
correcting, on the basis of the received color information of said ND filter, white balance of an 
image taken in through said optical unit. 

Claim 35 (Withdrawn): A computer program product providing a control program 
for an image pickup apparatus on which an optical unit having an ND filter which limits 
incident light is mounted, said computer program product comprising a process of: 

receiving color information of said ND filter from said optical unit, and 
correcting, on the basis of the received color information of saidND filter, white balance of an 
image taken in through said optical unit. 

Claim 36 (Withdrawn): A computer program product according to claim 35, 
wherein said computer program product includes a storage medium. 

Claim 37 (Withdrawn): An image pickup system comprising: 

(A) an optical unit having an ND filter which limits incident light, and a 
transmission device which transmits color information of said ND filter to an image pickup 
apparatus; and 

-7- 

25813A70/65470U 



PAGE 9116 * RCVD AT 1 1/26/20Q4 12:48:26 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):04-36 



11/2 6/04 12:47 FAX @010 



(B) said image pickup apparatus having a receiving device which receives color 
information of said ND filter from said optical unit, and a correction device which corrects, on 
the basis of the color information of said ND filter received by said receiving device, white 
balance of an image taken in through said optical unit. 

Claim 38 (Withdrawn): A control method for an image pickup system including 
an optical unit having an ND filter which limits incident light, and an image pickup apparatus 
on which said optical unit is mounted, said control method comprising; 

causing said optical unit to transmit color information of said ND filter to said 
image pickup apparatus, and causing said image pickup apparatus to receive the color 
information of said ND filter transmitted from said optical unit and to correct, on the basis of 
the received color information of said ND filter, white balance of an image taken in through 
said optical unit 

Claim 39 (Withdrawn): A computer program product providing a control program 
for an image pickup system including an optical unit having an ND filter which limits incident 
light, and an image pickup apparatus on which said optical unit is mounted, said computer 
program product comprising a process of: 

causing said optical unit to transmit color information of said ND filter to said 
image pickup apparatus, and causing said image pickup apparatus to receive the color 
information of said ND filter transmitted from said optical unit and to correct, on the basis of 
the received color information of said ND filter, white balance of an image taken in through 
said optical unit. 

Claim 40 (Withdrawn): A computer program product according to claim 39, 
wherein said computer program product includes a storage medium. 
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Claims 41-53 (Cancelled). 

Claim 54 (Withdrawn): An apparatus comprising: 

(A) an ND filter which limits incident light; 

(B) a light receiving sensor which receives the incident light; and 

(C) a contiol device which deterrnines an operating state of said ND filter, and 
controls a gain of output of said light receiving sensor according to a result of the 
determination. 

Claim 55 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 54, wherein said control 
device determines the operating state of said ND filter according to an operating position of 
said ND filter. 

Claim 56 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 54, wherein said control 
device controls the gain of output of said light receiving sensor in such a way as to cancel a 
change of an amount of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter with a change of the 
gain of output of said light receiving sensor. 

Claim 57 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 54, wherein said 
apparatus includes an image pickup apparatus. 

Claim 58 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 54, wherein said 
apparatus includes an optical apparatus. 

Claim 59 (Withdrawn): A control method for a quantity-of-light adjusting 
apparatus having an ND filter which limits incident light and a light receiving sensor which 
receives the incident lights said control method comprising: 

determining an operating state of said ND filter, and controlling a gain of output 
of said light receiving sensor according to a result of the determination. 
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Claim 60 (Withdrawn): A computer program product providing a control program 
for a quantity-of-light adjusting apparatus having an ND filter which limits incident light and a 
light receiving sensor which receives the incident light, said computer program product 
comprising a process of: 

detemnning an operating state of said ND filter, and controlling a gain of output 
of said light receiving sensor according to a result of the determination. 

Claim 61 (Withdrawn): A computer program product according to claim 60, 
wherein said computer program product includes a storage medium. 

Claim 62 (Withdrawn): An apparatus comprising: 

(A) a dctennining device which determines an operating state of an ND filter 
which limits incident light; and 

(B) a control device which controls a gain of output of a light receiving sensor 
which receives the incident light, according to Ihe result of the determination provided by said 
determining device. 

Claim 63 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 62, wherein said 
determining device determines the operating state of said ND filter according to an operating 
position of said ND filter. 

Claim 64 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 62, wherein said control 
device controls the gain of output of said light receiving sensor in such a way as to cancel a 
change of an amount of limitation of the incident light by said ND filter with a change of the 
gain of output of said light receiving sensor. 

Claim 65 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 62, wherein said 
apparatus includes an image pickup apparatus. 
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Claim 66 (Withdrawn): An apparatus according to claim 62, wherein said 
apparatus includes an optical apparatus. 
Claims 67-81 (Cancelled), 
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